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The Admiral Nimitz State Historic Site

* *
N National Museum of the Pacific War

FREDERICKSBURG +« TEXAS
PRESENTS A SYMPOSIUM

OKINAWA

SEPTEMBER I17TH AND 18TH, 2005

Hosted by:
Admiral Nimitz Foundation, Fredericksburg Independent School District
Saint Edwards University, Texas Historical Commission
Texas Tech University, United States Naval Institute
Community Foundation of the Texas Hill Country, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
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Okinawa
17 September, 2005 — Day 1
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Post Colors: NJROTC Fredericksburg High School
National Anthem: Cheryl Kaderli
Pledge of Allegiance: NJROTC Cadet, Fredericksburg High School

Welcome and Introduction:  Rear Admiral C.D. Grojean, USN (Ret)

Remarks: F. Lawrence Oaks, Executive Director
Texas Historical Commission

Moderator for Symposium:  Paul Stillwell

Session One: Strategic Situation and Japanese Forces — Dr. Edward Drea
Veteran Presenters: MGen Yoshiro Minamoto, Abbott Sparks

Break

Session Two: U.S. Forces and Initial Operations — Joseph Alexander
Veteran Presenters: Melvin Grant, William Kottas,
Howard Laquey, Ben McDonald, Abbott Sparks

Lunch Break

Session Three: The Yamato and the Kamikazes — James Hornfischer
Veteran Presenters: Doug Aitken, Les Caffey, Francis Ferry,
Al Lerman, MGen. Yoshiro Minamoto

Break
Session Four: Logistics and Support — Richard Frank

Veteran Presenters: Lewis Lacy, Al Lerman, Allen Oliver,

Abbott Sparks

Okinawa
18 September, 2005 — Day 2
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Opening Remarks: Helen McDonald
Co-Sponsor Remarks: Community Foundation of the Texas Hill Country

Keynote Address: Dr. Don Goldstein
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Session Five: Breaking the Shuri Line — John Wukovits
Veteran Presenters: Don Dencker, Melvin Grant,
Charles Kilpatrick, William Kottas, Howard Laquey

Break

Session Six: The End on Okinawa and Implications for the Future —
Richard Frank

Veteran Presenters: Don Dencker, David Ellis, Bob Green,
Warren Tsuneishi, MGen Yoshiro Minamoto

Lunch Break

Session Seven: Impact of the Battle — Historians’ Roundtable:
Joe Alexander, Ed Drea, Richard Frank, Don Goldstein,
James Hornfischer, John Wukovits

Closing Remarks: Joe Cavanaugh, Museum Director

Alvin Lerman

Al Lerman entered the U.S. Navy in September, 1942 and remained in the Navy until
February of 1947. As a naval aviator, he flew Wildcats, Corsairs and Bearcats. During
the Okinawa campaign he was flying an FM-2 Wildcat from the aircraft carrier USS
8 Shamrock Bay, CVE-84. His unit provided air support to the ground troops on Okinawa.
8 Mr. Lerman currently lives in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Ben McDonald

Ben McDonald was born in Austin, Texas on October 28th, 1925. He graduated from
Austin High School in 1942 and enrolled at the University of Texas where he graduated
in January,1945 with a degree in Naval Science and Tactics and Economics. He served
as gunnery-communications officer on the USS Wichita (CA-45) from January, 1945
until the end of the war. LT(jg) McDonald was released to inactive duty in June, 1946.
He returned to the University of Texas where he received his law degree in 1949. He has
i served as a trial attorney, a law firm partner, Special Assistant to the Attorney General of
Texas and as a General Counsel for Berry Contacting. He has taught Economics and Law
at the University of Texas, Southwest Texas State University, Del Mar College and Texas
A&M Corpus Christi. He was Mayor of Corpus Christi from 1961-63 and has served or
is presently serving in many civic organizations. He has published over twenty-five articles or books on subjects
ranging from oil and gas law to kamikazes. Ben and his wife currently live in Corpus Christi and have four chil-
dren, seven grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Major General Yoshiro Minamoto

# & em Major General Minamoto was born in Kumamoto on the island of Kyushu on May 25th,

e ' 1922. He entered the Army Academy in April, 1941 and graduated in April, 1944 and
- was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in July. In September, 1944 he was assigned
- as Commander, #3 Company, Special Mission Battle Group. His unit's mission was to
~ attack encmy ships and landing forces with their small boats at night. After the war, he
eturned to Japan in 1946 and in 1951 he became a Captain in the Japanese Self-Defense
orces (JSDF). He was promoted to Colonel in 1969 and to Major General in 1975,
Major General Minamoto retired in April, 1977. During his service in the JSDF, he
1 served as a professor at the War College, Vice President of the JSDF Service School of
Logistics and as Chief of the recruiting section. He currently serves as Director of the
association of retired JSDF personnel. He lives in Japan.

i i
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ADMIRAL
NIMITZ
FOUNDATION

328 E. Main Street

Fredericksburg. Texas 78624
830/997-8600 Telephone
830/997-8092 Fax
www.ninitz-museurn.org - Website

Officers
Chisemin
John €. Kerr

President
Bruce H. C. Hill

Vice President
Joha Schrock, St

Secretary-Treasurer
Ronald L. Woellhof

Executive Director
RADM C.D. Grojean, USN (Ret)

Directurs

James Avery

Ann McAshan Baker

David Q. Bates, Ir.

Gen Billy ). Boles, USAF (Ret)
Ann Brey

Mrs. Dor W, Brown, Jr.

Kennelh L. Burenga

Sherman D. Durst

Case D. Fischer

Mis. Cullen M. Godfrey

John R. Goodwillie

Steven K. Howell

Douglass H. Hubbard

LTG Neal T (Tom) Jaco, USA (Ret)
R. Bruce LaBoon

Frederick C. Lough, M.D.

Texas Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr.

Paui D. Meek

CAPT Thomas H Murray, Jr. USNR (Ren)
Robert B. Phelps

CAPT Keaneth W Prescott, USNR (Ret)
George E. Seay, 11

Greg Shrader

Sam Bell Steves

Roy E_ Stroeher

William A. Warcing

Jay T Young

Honerary Trusices

W.1. Bowen

George H. W. Bush

William E. Dozeer, r.

John C Fitch

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
ADM B.R. Inman, USN (Rel)
Baine P. Kerr

Bug Geo Robert F McDermou. USAF {Ret)
£ O'B Monigomery, Jr. M D
Nancy Browa Negley

Brun £ O'Neill

Cliff Robertson

David Robinson

Gordon E Sauer

Mrs. Roberta Warren

Supporting
The National Museum of the Pacific War
Adnural Nimitz Museurmn

George Bush Gallery

Pucific Combal Zoae

Japanese Garden of Peace
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National Museum of the Pacific War
340 E. Main

Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
(830) 997-4379 x228 email; Helen.mcdonald@tpwd.state.tx.us

4 October 2005

MGen Yoshiro Minamoto
2-21-9 Kasiwa cho ski #
Saitama ken 353-0007 Japan

Dear General Minamoto::

Thank you for the truly fine presentations on your experiences related to
the sessions on Strategic Situation and Japanese Forces, the Yamamoto
and Kamikazes and the End on Okinawa and Implications for the Future.
Bravo Zulu!! Your personal stories, in conjunction with the historian’s
overview were so very meaningful and insightful, “well done”. The
returned evaluations from the attendees were no surprise. You were
given exceptionally high praise and it is certainly well deserved. We so
appreciate all the time and effort you put forth on the program.

Thank you again, we appreciate you making the effort to travel such a
distance to participate in the symposium on behalf of the National
Museum of the Pacific War and the Admiral Nimitz Foundation. Thank
you so much for your generous participation. Please stay in touch.

Yours truly,

/
C. D. Grojean,(JSN Cavanaugh
Rear Admiral, USN (Ret) Museum Director
Z fee/ 5 fion a;;c[
g ere Pan
T g e ,\/,.\ﬂ\_/\/- ?f%/:fro, r/;.m.

el

Richard Koone
Education Coordinator

Helen B. McDonald
Director of Programs

We inspire our youth by honoring our heroes
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60 _years after Okinawa

Japanese suicide leader and
American soldier recall
their World War II service.
+

By SiG CHRISTENSON
EXPRESS-NEWS MILITARY WRITER

FREDERICKSBURG — Retired
Maj,. Gen.. Yoshihiro Minamoto and
William Kottas, happily, are oddities
among war veterans.

They're old foes, survivors of one of
the great battles of World War II, with
Minamoto commanding a group of su-
icide soldiers meant to kill American
sailors off Okinawa and Kottas trying
to hunt the crews down.

They survived, lived another 60
years and met as friends for the first
time Friday at a Fredericksburg mu-
seum dedicated to the Pacific war.

“Nige .t meet_vou,” Kottas said as
they were introduced.

“Qld friend,” Minamoto replied.

The meeting at the National Mu-
seum of the Pacific War's Garden of
Peace, a prelude to a symposium on
the battle for Okinawa thaf runs to-
day and Sunday, was a tad awkward.
But it was far more pleasant than the
last time they crossed paths.

Kottas, 86, of Crete, Neb., and other
members of the 77th Infantry Division
hunted Minamoto and other crews of
the small Japanese suicide boats days
before Okinawa was invaded in 1945.
Kottas and other soldiers converged
on Kerama Retta, an island near Oki-
nawa.

Minamoto, who is now 83 and lives
outside Tokyo, had led 30 boats —
each 18 feet long and packed with 500
pounds of explosives. Kottas was part
of a squad that laid an ambush for the
boats in one of the island’s many cov-
es.
More than 3,000 of the boats were

See WW I|/6B
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WW II foes now meet as friends

CONTINUED FROM 18

manufactured, and 400 or so saw
action, Minamoto said.

He carried a handgun, sword
and some grenades on the boat,
which had no armaments and
was made of plywood.

The boats’ job was to ram into
U.S. destroyers during battle.
More than 300 boats were dedi-
cated to that mission.

Though he did not volunteer
to head the Special Mission Pa-
trol Group, Minamoto, then a
young first lieutenant, Was quite
prepared to do it.

“That was a duty to do,” Mi-
namoto said. “I'm just a human,
I'm afraid of dying, but I was de-
termined to conquer the fear”

Now a retired letter carrier,
Kottas came to the island March
26, 1945. He was armed with an
M-1 sniper rifle and a Browning
automatic rifle that was used to
pin the enemy down as his fel-
low soldiers moved forward. His
squad aimed to sink the boats
before they could move into the
open sea.

Minamoto and his men had
practiced attack runs in the cov-
es and were ready But a radio
message from Tokyo shortly be-
fore the battle ordered them to
sink their boats. The U.S. Navy
had closed the Kerama Strait
and made it impossible for the
sulicide crews to complete their
mission.

Though they never faced each
other, Kottas and Minamoto
soon got into firefights on the is-
land. Minamoto lost nine men
in just a half-hour and retreated
into the mountains. Kottas and
his men clashed with boat crews
and later fought on Okinawa
and Ie Shima.

Both came home with physi-
cal and psychological wounds.
Kottas’ nightmares are worst be-
fore dawn, when many of the
Pacific battles began.

“He was not the same person
he was when he left,” said his
wife, Helen.

The men sat next to each

WILLIAM LUTHER/STAFF

Yoshiro Minamoto of Japan (left) and William Kottas of Nebraska met
for the first time in Fredericksburg. Both fought at Okinawa.

Important dates
in the Pacific Theater

1941
Dec. 7: Japan bombs U.S. military

bases at Pearl Harbor. The United States,
Great Britain and Canada declare war on

Japan the following day.

April 9: U.S, and Philippine troops surrender &3

on Bataan Peninsula.

April 18: U.S. bombers hit Tokyo in Doolittle

raid.

May 4-8: Battle of the Coral Sea halts attempted Japanese assault on

Australian base at Port Moresby.

June 4-6: Allies defeat Japan in the Battle of Midway.
Aug. 7: U.S. Marines land on Guadalcanal.

TS

March 16: U.S. troops ‘capture Iwo Jima.

June 21: Allies capture Okinawa.

Aug. 6, 9: Hiroshima, Nagasaki each hit with atomic bomb.
Aug. 14: Japan agrees to unconditional surrender.

Source: World Book Encyclopedia

other as friends, but Minamoto
conceded he would still fight to
the death again if necessary.
Kottas has a different view,
saying, “We're here for a short
time, so why Kkill each other?"
At the Garden of Peace, they
chatted. about life as soldiers,
with Minamoto praising Ameri-

EXPRESS-NEWS GRAPHIC

can reconnaissance before the
battle.

“T think we saved a lot of lives
on both sides,” Kottas said.

As they left the garden, Mina-
moto smiled and said, “My close
friend.”

sigc@express-news.net
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