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WELCOME REMARKS

Cotoper 25, 2010
Lily Hil, Clark Field

On behalf of the officials and peoples of the Municipality of Mabalacat
and the Metro Clark community, | welcore you all to the 13™ Annual
Pilgrimage Prayer for World Peace here at the historic Lily Hill, Clark Field.
As always we are delighted to have in our midst our main celebrant and the
members of his entourage, His Eminence Ekan fkeguchi sensei of the
Saifukuji Tempie in Kagoshima City in Kagoshim:, n, but today's prayer
and invocation will be lead by His assistant prieg';ME RAKU KENJi. We are
alsc greatly honored by the presence of some war veterans belonging to
the Tokkotai Peace Memorial Association who, in spite of their age,
traveiied ail the way here o be with us. Joining us this morning are Lida
san and Habuchi san. We are just as glad to note the presence of valuable
friends like Koji Nakamura san of the World Peace Campaign and Satoru
Ueda san of the Tajima jin Project. We're equally delighted to see here
Fukuda san, Hitomi san, Noriko san of Club PP and Kito san who, in more
ways than one, have helped us institutionalize this annual gathering. We
are likewise happy to see the faces, too, of our guests belonging to the
Tokushu-kai Medicial Corporation led by Koji Hirashima san and whose
philanthropy  inspired by Congressman Torao Tokuda is known even
outside of Japan. We would like to weicome for the first time Congressman
Nishimura Yasutoshi who.flew in together with Kiyoshi Wakamiya san, who
as some of you probably remember, was on the same flight as Ninoy
Aquino in 1983. Lastly, we welcome the men and women of the Philippine
Air Force’s 600" Air Base Wing and Air Reserve Command and the
officials of the Clark Development Corporation whose support and
encouragement has helped us turn this annual activity into a worthy
undertaking.

Ladies and gentlemen, it's been 13 years since we began this Annual
Pilgrimage Prayer for World Peace. We must not only sustain this
advocacy, but we must, in our own litthe worlds and with greater passion,
also address the more pressing and basic problems that beset our world
ioday such as the growing joblessness, homelessness, hunger, and
hopelessness that threaten to undermine even the most supposedly stabie
sconomies in North America, Europe, Asia and other parts of the world.
There will never be lasting peace in our world for as long as there are
millions of hungry mouths to feed, of children dying from lack of medical
care, of families scampering for roofs above their heads. Thus, our quest
for peace must be aimed at creating a stable, humane, uni-polar world
which is guided by the norms of brotherhood, liberty, equality and justice for
alt.

This is not to say, however, that we are now living in a world without
wars, a world without conflicts. In fact, we, Southeast- and East Asians, are
living in a volatile world, too. Surely, our Japanese friends will agree with
this assessment. Only two months ago there was tension between them
and their Chinese neighbors over the disputed Senkaku Islands in the
East China Sea. The diplomatic row between these two economic
powerhouses could have escalated into a frightful armed conflict had their
leaders not taken a more cautious approach to ease the tension. But the
dust, so to speak, hasn't really settled yet. Just days ago there were reports
of uitra-nationalist Chinese youth vandalizing a Japanese supermarket in
China and pelting every Japanese car on sight with rocks and stones. In
the case of our country, the Philippines, we, along with some of our
Southeast Asian neighbors such as Vietnam, are also locked in a territorial
dispute with China over the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. There
is not much tension there at the moment, but we need to remind ourselves
that in the past there had been an exchange of gunfire between China and
Vietnam over these islands. And then there is the nuclear threat from North
Korea which can turn a wide swath of Asia into a fireball. Clearly, we can
not commit the mistake of just sitting back and watching these potential
flashpoints to turn into messy, bloody wars. As peace advocates, we must
actively encourage our respective leaders and the whole world to resolve
disputes through peaceful dialogues. As a group we must find a way to
actively add our voice for calm and sobriety where it is needed, for oniy
then can we really add substance to our commitment to promote world
peace and harmony. In many ways, our world is in turmoil. But we must not
give up. We must keep pressing our agenda for peace anywhere, anytime.
Failure on our part to help still the waters in our corner of the globe, in the
Israeli-Palestinian border, in Afghanistan and Pakistan, in Iran and other
volatile regions could put the entire world on the brink of war. This may
sound like a tall order for us, but are we just going to sit and watch? My
dear friends the time has come to stretch our vow to the next level.

Thank you for joining us here today. | look forward to welcoming all of
you again next year and in the years to come.

Good morning ,Domo arigato and may God bless us all!
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